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15.117 Evidence.
15.118 Cross-examination.
15.119 Objections.
15.120 Exceptions to rulings of hearing offi-

cer unnecessary.
15.121 Official notice.
15.122 Offer of proof.
15.123 Appeals from ruling of hearing offi-

cer.
15.124 Admissions as to facts and docu-

ments.

THE RECORD

15.131 Official transcript.
15.132 Record for decision.

POSTHEARING PROCEDURES

15.135 Posthearing briefs.
15.136 Decisions and notices.
15.137 Exceptions to initial or proposed de-

cision.
15.138 Review of initial decision.
15.139 Oral argument.
15.140 Service of decisions.
15.141 Contents of decision.
15.142 Content of orders.
15.143 Decision where financial assistance

affected.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 29 U.S.C. 794.

Subpart A—Nondiscrimination in
Federally-Assisted Programs
of the Department of Agri-
culture—Effectuation of Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

SOURCE: 29 FR 16274, Dec. 4, 1964; 29 FR
16966, Dec. 11, 1964, unless otherwise noted.

§ 15.1 Purpose and application of part.
(a) The purpose of the regulations in

this part is to effectuate the provisions
of title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (hereinafter referred to as the
‘‘Act’’) to the end that no person in the
United States shall, on the ground of
race, color, or national origin, be ex-
cluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be otherwise sub-
jected to discrimination under any pro-
gram or activity of an applicant or re-
cipient receiving Federal financial as-
sistance from the Department of Agri-
culture or any Agency thereof.

(b) The regulations in this part apply
to any program or activity of an appli-
cant or recipient for which Federal fi-
nancial assistance is authorized under
a law administered by the Department
including, but not limited to, the Fed-
eral financial assistance listed in the

appendix to this part. They apply to
money paid, property transferred, or
other Federal financial assistance ex-
tended to an applicant or recipient for
its program or activity after the effec-
tive date of these regulations pursuant
to an application approved or statutory
or other provision made therefor prior
to such effective date. The regulations
in this part do not apply to (1) any Fed-
eral financial assistance by way of in-
surance or guaranty contract, (2)
money paid, property transferred, or
other assistance extended prior to the
effective date of the regulations in this
part, (3) any assistance to an applicant
or recipient who is an ultimate bene-
ficiary under any such program, or (4)
except as provided in § 15.3(c), any em-
ployment practice of any employer,
employment agency or labor organiza-
tion. The fact that a specific kind of
Federal financial assistance is not list-
ed in the appendix, shall not mean, if
title VI of the Act is otherwise applica-
ble, that such Federal financial assist-
ance is not covered. Other Federal fi-
nancial assistance under statutes now
in force or hereinafter enacted may be
added to this list by notice approved
and issued by the Secretary and pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[29 FR 16274, Dec. 4, 1964, as amended at 38
FR 17925, July 5, 1973]

§ 15.2 Definitions.

(a) Department means the Department
of Agriculture, and includes each of its
operating agencies and other organiza-
tional units.

(b) Agency means any service, bureau,
agency, office, administration, instru-
mentality of or corporation within the
U.S. Department of Agriculture ex-
tending Federal financial assistance to
any program or activity, or any officer
or employee of the Department to
whom the Secretary delegates author-
ity to carry out any of the functions or
responsibilities of an agency under this
part.

(c) Secretary means the Secretary of
Agriculture or any officer or employee
of the Department to whom the Sec-
retary has heretofore delegated, or to
whom the Secretary may hereafter del-
egate, the authority to act in his stead
under the regulations in this part.
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(d) Hearing Officer means a hearing
examiner appointed pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3105, and designated to hold
hearings under the regulations in this
part or any person authorized to hold a
hearing and make a final decision
under the regulations in this part.

(e) Recipient means any State, polit-
ical subdivision of any State, or instru-
mentality of any State or political sub-
division, any public or private agency,
institution, or organization, or other
entity or any individual in any State,
to whom Federal financial assistance is
extended, directly or through another
recipient, for any program, including
any successor, assignee, or transferee
thereof, but such term does not include
any ultimate beneficiary under any
such program.

(f) Primary recipient includes any re-
cipient which is authorized or required
to extend Federal financial assistance
to another recipient for the purpose of
carrying out a program.

(g) Federal financial assistance or fi-
nancial assistance includes (1) grants
and loans of Federal funds, (2) the
grant or donation of Federal property
and interests in property, (3) the detail
of Federal personnel, (4) the sale and
lease of, and the permission to use (on
other than a casual or transient basis),
Federal property or any interest in
such property or the furnishing of serv-
ices without consideration or at a
nominal consideration, or at a consid-
eration which is reduced for the pur-
pose of assisting the recipient, or in
recognition of the public interest to be
served by such sale, lease or furnishing
of services to the recipient, and (5) any
Federal agreement, arrangement, or
other contract which has as one of its
purposes the provision of assistance.

(h) Grant, loan or contract includes
any grant, loan agreement or commit-
ment to loan, contract or agreement to
provide financial assistance or any
other arrangement between the De-
partment or any Agency and a recipi-
ent of financial assistance.

(i) United States means the States of
the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, American Samoa, Guam, Wake
Island, the Canal Zone, and the terri-
tories and possessions of the United

States, and the term State means any
one of the foregoing.

(j) Applicant means one who submits
an application, request, or plan re-
quired to be approved by an Agency, or
by a primary recipient, as a condition
to eligibility for Federal financial as-
sistance, and application means such an
application, request, or plan.

(k) Program includes any program,
project, or activity for the provision of
services, financial aid, or other bene-
fits to individuals (whether provided
through employees of the recipient of
Federal financial assistance or pro-
vided by others through contracts or
other arrangements with the recipient,
and including work opportunities and
cash or loan or other assistance to in-
dividuals), for the provision of facili-
ties for furnishing services, financial
aid or other benefits to individuals.
The services, financial aid, or other
benefits provided under a program re-
ceiving Federal financial assistance
shall be deemed to include any serv-
ices, financial aid, or other benefits
provided with the aid of Federal finan-
cial assistance or with the aid of any
non-Federal funds, property, or other
resources required to be expended or
made available for the program to
meet matching requirements or other
conditions which must be met in order
to receive the Federal financial assist-
ance, and to include any services, fi-
nancial aid, or other benefits provided
in or through a facility provided with
the aid of Federal financial assistance
or such non-Federal resources.

(l) Facility includes all or any portion
of structures, equipment, or other real
or personal property or interests there-
in, and the provision of facilities in-
cludes the construction, expansion,
renovation, remodeling, alteration or
acquisition of facilities.

[29 FR 16274, Dec. 4, 1964, as amended at 36
FR 3411, Feb. 24, 1971; 38 FR 17925, July 5,
1973]

§ 15.3 Discrimination prohibited.
(a) General. No person in the United

States shall, on the ground of race,
color, or national origin, be excluded
from participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected
to discrimination under any program
or activity of the applicant or recipient
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